
332 Feb. 20 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

the weather there. And we’re just monitoring
it.

Right now the report I got just before I
came to church here was encouraging, di-
rectly from Secretary Perry and the military
command we have there. But we’re just
going to have to wait and see what happens
as the day unfolds.

Q. Are you hopeful, Mr. President, that
you won’t have to bomb?

The President. Well, I’m hopeful because
of what I see happening. But basically, we
have the procedures in place now, and as I
said yesterday—I want to say again—what
happens after 7 p.m. tonight will be deter-
mined by the facts on the ground. We have
already authorized, I and the other leaders
in the NATO coalition, we have already au-
thorized our military commanders, working
with the U.N., to draw their own conclusions
and take appropriate actions. So the mecha-
nisms are in place. This will be determined,
as I said yesterday, entirely by what happens
on the ground. We’ll just have to see.

Q. Does the United Nations still have to
authorize the first strike?

The President. Yes, the United Nations
would have to approve the first strike. And
right now, as I said, the activities on the
ground seem encouraging. We’ll just have to
see. But there are still, plainly, weapons that
are not yet under U.N. control, and they’re
not yet beyond the 20-kilometer safe zone.
So we’ll just have to see.

Q. Are you going to talk to Yeltsin before
you——

Q. Are you going to talk to President
Yeltsin?

The President. Well, we are in touch,
close touch with the Russians, and I may well
talk to him before any final determination
is made. But that decision has not been made
yet, and partly it’s a function of the huge time
difference, you know, between Washington
and Moscow and what time it will be there
by the time we know something. But we are
keeping in close touch with the Russians, and
I may well talk to President Yeltsin within
the next 24 hours.

Q. What are you going to do all day?
The President. I don’t know yet. I’m

going to go take my family to lunch right

now. It’s a nice day, and I’m just going to
be——

Q. Where are you going?
The President. We’ll probably go back to

the house and eat. But I’m going to be where
I can get some reports.

Thank you.

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:51 p.m. outside
Christ Episcopal Church. During the exchange,
the President referred to Secretary of Defense
William J. Perry; Gen. John Shalikashvili, Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; Gen. George A.
Joulwan, Supreme Allied Commander, Europe;
Adm. J.M. Boorda, commander in chief, U.S.
Naval Forces in Europe; and NATO Secretary
General Manfred Woerner. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Statement on Results of NATO
Action on Bosnia
February 20, 1994

I have just been informed by NATO Sec-
retary General Manfred Woerner that NATO
and United Nations commanders have con-
cluded that all known heavy weapons of the
parties have been withdrawn from the exclu-
sion zone around Sarajevo, are under the
control of the United Nations, or soon should
be. Therefore, they have concluded that no
air strikes in Bosnia by NATO air forces are
required at this time.

This week’s events clearly have given the
residents of Sarajevo a respite from the shell-
ing and a measure of hope. I want to con-
gratulate NATO and each of our NATO allies
for the demonstration of resolve that pro-
duced these results. I want to commend the
high level of cooperation that has been dem-
onstrated between the U.N. and NATO. As
I told President Yeltsin in a call earlier today,
I want to congratulate the Government of
Russia for its contributions to this effort. Fi-
nally, all Americans join in praising the cour-
age and skill of our service personnel and
those of our NATO allies; they have been
the muscle in NATO’s ultimatum.

Despite the significant events of the day,
we must remain vigilant. All parties should
be aware that the ultimatum stands. The
deadline has not been extended. Any heavy
weapons in the exclusion zone not under
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U.N. control are, and will remain, subject to
air strikes. NATO’s decision also applies to
any heavy weapons attacks on Sarajevo from
within or beyond the zone. NATO and the
United Nations will continue to monitor
compliance extremely carefully.

The NATO decision and its results provide
new potential for progress toward an end to
the tragic conflict in Bosnia. In the coming
days, American diplomats will be working
with the parties to the conflict and our allies
and partners to transform this potential into
reality.

The President’s News Conference
February 21, 1994

Bosnia
The President. Good afternoon, ladies

and gentlemen. It is now over 15 hours since
NATO’s ultimatum regarding Sarajevo went
into effect. According to NATO and United
Nations commanders, at this point the parties
are in effective compliance with the ulti-
matum. There continues to be no shelling
of Sarajevo. Over 250 heavy weapons have
been placed under U.N. control. All known
heavy weapons have now been removed or
brought under U.N. control, except for a cou-
ple of sites that should be brought under con-
trol within hours as the U.N. operation con-
tinues. As a result, air strikes have not yet
been necessary.

I spoke this morning with U.N. Secretary-
General Boutros-Ghali and expressed my ap-
preciation for his efforts. I again want to con-
gratulate NATO, our NATO allies, and Sec-
retary General Manfred Woerner for their
resolve; the United Nations for its efforts and
its cooperation with NATO; the Government
of Russia for its important contributions to
a peaceful resolution; and above all, the
American military personnel and those from
our NATO allies whose courage and skill pro-
vided the muscle that made this policy work.
Let me review why we and our NATO allies
took this action: to stem the destruction of
Sarajevo and to reinvigorate the peace proc-
ess.

Now that we have brought some breathing
space to the people of Sarajevo, we are taking
additional steps on both fronts. First, we in-

tend to remain vigilant. The U.N. and NATO
will continue to conduct intensive reconnais-
sance and monitoring of the Sarajevo area.
The NATO decision stands. We will continue
to enforce the exclusion zone. Any shelling
of Sarajevo or the appearance of heavy weap-
ons in the exclusion zone will bring a certain
and swift response from the U.N. and NATO.
Second, we are working to renew progress
toward a negotiated solution among the par-
ties. A workable, enforceable solution accept-
able to all parties is the only way to ensure
a lasting solution for Sarajevo and for all of
Bosnia.

Negotiations among the parties are set to
resume in the near future. American nego-
tiators have been and will remain active in
helping to bridge the gap among the parties.
Ambassador Redman has had a series of in-
tensive conversations in Europe, and this
week in Bonn our experts will meet with the
representatives from European Union coun-
tries, Canada, and Russia to take stock of
where we are.

The challenge for all who have been
touched by the fighting in Bosnia, the parties
to the conflict, our own nation, and the inter-
national community, is to build on this week’s
progress and create a lasting and workable
peace for all the people of Bosnia.

Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press
International].

Q. Mr. President, are you willing to extend
the ultimatum to stop the killing in other
parts of Bosnia and to persuade the allies and
Russia to go along with the idea of enforcing
it throughout the country?

The President. Well, that’s one of the
things that we’ve been discussing this morn-
ing and that our representatives will be dis-
cussing in Europe this week.

Let me say, first of all, we have to make
sure that we continue to do what we can to
protect Sarajevo. Second, we should remem-
ber that that option is, in effect, available now
wherever there are U.N. forces, because if
U.N. forces are brought under shelling, they
can ask for close air support from NATO.
Thirdly, if we decide to pursue this as a strat-
egy, we think it is important, as we did in
Sarajevo, that the United Nations not—ex-
cuse me, that NATO not undertake any mis-
sion it is not fully capable of performing. And
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